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by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an armed enemy
of the United States."
The Distinguished
Service Medal may be
awarded to any man
or woman serving in
any capacity with the
army who has, since
April 6, 1917, or shall
hereafter—
"distinguish himself
or herself by excep-
tionally meritorious
service to the govern-
ment in a duty of great
responsibility in time
of war or in connec-
tion with military op-
erations against an
armed enemy of the
United States."
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE  MEDAL
The cross is for
deeds of valor in the
field solely, while the
medal may reward
meritorious service in
civilian capacities as
well as in military activities.
The distinguished service cross corresponds
to the French croix de guerre (with palm),
which may be won by both officers and men.
There is no exact British counterpart. (See
CROIX DE GUERRE.)
The commanding general in Europe was
empowered to award either of the above upon
receipt of cabled consent from the Secretary
of War in Washington.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY, a term limited
in its use to the American republic, is a law
officer of a county and also of the United
States. The district attorney of a county is
one, of the county officers, known in some
states as county attorney, or prosecuting at-
torney; he is the state's legal representative
in the county, and is charged with the duty
of prosecuting those who violate the laws
of the state.
A United States district attorney is an as-
sistant of the Attorney-General of the United
States in the Federal District in which he
serves. He is appointed by the President and
confirmed by the senate, for a term of four
years. He prosecutes all violations of Fed-
eral laws within his jurisdiction. There are
eighty-six District Attorneys in the states and
in the territories of Alaska, Porto Rico and
Hawaii.
 DISTRICT COURTS, united states.
See courts, subhead United States Courts.
ISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, a Federal district
within the United States
which was organized to
be the home of the gen-
eral government. Pro-
vision for such a govern-
ment center was made in
the Constitution, which
empowered Congress (in
Art. I, Sec. 8)—
To exercise exclusive
legislation in all cases
•whatsoever over such dis-
trict (not exceeding- ten
miles square) as may, by
cession of particular
States, and the acceptance
of Congress, become the
seat of the government of the United States.
Both Maryland and Virginia passed acts
ceding such a tract to the United States, and
in 1790 Congress passed a bill which es-
tablished the tract upon the Potomac Biver,
but left the President to locate it. This
action of Congress, however, was not taken
until after a very bitter debate among the
members, many of whom felt it unwise to
locate the seat of government in the midst
of a comparative wilderness. But the choice
was justified, in the minds of the public,
because of George Washington's favorable
opinion that the site chosen was "the only
plot in the United States which had tide-
water navigation, convenient access from
Baltimore and other large cities northward,
and superb natural sites." Originally, the
tract contained exactly 100 square miles, a
portion being on the south side of the Po-
tomac, but this was ultimately ceded back
to Virginia, and the present tract only,
whose area is about 69 square miles, was
retained. Besides Washington, Georgetown
and Uniontown, there were within the Dis-
trict of Columbia several smaller villages,
but the City of Washington now is coex-
tensive with the entire District.
The government of the District is in the
hands of three commissioners, two of whom
are civilians, directly appointed by the
President, and the third, an army engineer
detailed by the Secretary of War. They
hold office three years and are empowered by
Congress to make and change at will health
and police regulations and to make various

